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man has been far too conscientious to represent the
occurrence. Yet the letterpress is confident that
in the north parts of Scotland there are trees on
which grow white shells, which ripen, and then,
opening, drop little living geese into the waves below.
Gerard himself avers that from Guernsey and Jersey
he brought home with him to London shells, like
limpets, containing little feathery objects, " which,
no doubt, were the fowls called Barnacles." It is
almost needless to say that these objects really were
the plumose and flexible cirri which the barnacles
throw out to catch their food with, and which lie,
like a tiny feather-brush, just within the valves of
the shell, when the creature is dead. Gerard was
plainly unable to refuse credence to the mass of
evidence which presented itself to him on this
subject, yet he closes with a hint that this seems
rather a " fabulous breed " of geese.

With the Barnacle Goose Tree the Herbal proper
closes, in these quaint words :

" And thus having, through God's assistance, dis-
coursed somewhat at large of grasses, herbs, shrubs,
trees and mosses, and certain excrescences of the
earth, with other things moe, incident to the history
thereof, we conclude, and end our present volume
with this wonder of England. For the which God's
name be ever honoured and praised/1

And so, at last, the Goose Tree receives the highest
sanction.